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What is GOFC-GOLD?

GOFC-GOLD is a coordinated international effort;

— to ensure a continuous program of space-based and on-the-ground
forest and land cover observations for global monitoring of terrestrial
resources and the study of global change.

A technical panel of the Global Terrestrial Observing System
(GTOS)

A network of participants implementing coordinated
research, demonstration and operational projects

A vision to share data, information and knowledge, leading
to informed action and decision support

A long term process of building an improved match between
Observations, Data Products and User Needs

GOFC-GOLD operates through:

Executive Committee, Science and Technical Board
Implementation Teams and 3 project offices (CA, US, Germany)
Dedicated working groups
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Background

e Global land cover monitoring, and issues of
deforestation and land change prominent on the

political agenda and driving observation progress:
* Reducing uncertainties in observing the global climate system
« National capacity development (i.e. climate change mitigation)
« GEO workplan and tasks

e GOFC-GOLD land cover implementation team:
Interfacing with political/policy level (GEO, UNFCCC)
Synthesize requirements and provide technical responses

Definition of observation strategies and implementation
guidelines (international, independent expert panel)

Foster continuity, consistency, and integration of observations
Participation in global/regional monitoring activities
Regional networking and capacity building
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International partnerships
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GOFC-GOLD land cover office
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GLOBAL LAND COVER VALIDATION:

EECOMMENDATIONS FOR EVALUATION AND

ACCURACY ASSESSMENT OF

International consensus
on technical iIssues

GLOBAL LAND COVEE MAPS

“Best Practices
Document”

Strahler et al., 2006
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Jena Meeting Outcomes

UNFCCC: GCOS Implementation Plan and ECV Standards
worked on ECV standards for land cover and biomass

UNFCCC: GOFC-GOLD REDD working group

I
GEO Land Cover / Forest Tasks

Reviewed and made plansfor I =~ #1 §
i %

formulated ! i I !
CEOS LSI Constellation

Prepare comment on GEO Data Policy (promoting access and
critical nature of archives) (report in Carbon Working Group)

#i& GOFC-GOLD




Jena Meeting Outcomes

Global Validation/Best Map Effort

provide a “living” database of global landcover validation sites (high
resolution imagery, local expert interpreters) usable by a wide range
of users to complement ongoing validation efforts (GLOBCOVR,
FAO FRA, MODIS Land Cover, ...)

synthesize existing land cover datasets to provide a “currently best
available land cover map”

Still looking for support for a global sample of high resolution
Imagery and for its interpretation by regional experts (capacity
building)

Ongoing Support for:
GLOBCOVER
FAO FRA Activities
GOFC-GOLD regional networks
national monitoring programs
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Documentation, publication, and outreach

with data access documentation:
 LAND COVER AND CHANGE www.gofc-gold.uni-jena.de
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. Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS):
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